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that they had no scruples ; that they readily sepa-
rated husband from wife, and mother from child;
that they resorted to " base methods " to circum-
vent the law, and that their only hope was " to
become rich by a trade upon which rests the curse
of Heaven, a trade which is overloaded with the
leaden tears of parents and children." The Maha-
raja proceeded to assert with indignation that slave-
trading was " the most reprehensible, the most re-
volting of all " forms of holding or dealing in slaves.
Civilised nations, he said, felt that they could have
no intercourse with nations who tolerated such a
revolting system, and he warned them that he would
no longer tolerate in Nepal the crime of trading in
human beings.
Lastly, in this historic speech, the Maharaja put
before the concourse of his people the three following
proposals for emancipation :
" i. On and from a certain date, to be fixed as early
as possible in consonance with the general opinion, the
legal status of slavery do cease and terminate through-
out the Kingdom of Nepal.
" 2. The owners be given the statutory price for
every slave held by them according to the register,
over whom claim has been fully established.
" 3. The slaves, freed from the fixed date, are to
be apprenticed to their former owners for a period
of seven years: that is, the slaves should be bound to
labour for their masters, the latter in return providing
them with food and clothing as at present."
But the bold lead given by the Maharaja of Nepal